
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Acts of Love 

 

     You all know that my memory is shot…is a thing of the past. Still, I know many of 

your memories are still pretty good. But do they go back as far as nearly 2,000 years ago 

when Jesus told us that we are to love? 

     That is really all that He ever wanted from us…LOVE. And yet we do not seem to be 

getting His message. Why, at this very moment*, do you realize that there are about 30 

or more wars going on in this little world of ours?  Granted, some of them are very 

small wars and our press doesn’t give them very much ink. Still they are ALL BLOOD 

RED and awful. And that doesn’t include the many wars that are going on in our 

homes…even those right here up at St. Thomas. 

     And have you ever asked how much anger and hatred is festering right here in the 

City of Tucson? Or…if we want to…all we have to do is look at the number of divorces 

that are taking place in our country. That should tell us something!!! And then there is 

all the crime and violence that we read about in our daily newspapers.  

     The absence of “love for God” and our neighbor…is everywhere. I’ll bet that this 

mess is even beyond God’s wildest dreams. And do you know what? It seems to be 

getting worse not better. 

     “Hear, O Israel!!, Jesus said. “The Lord, Our God, is Lord alone. Therefore, you shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength. And you shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” That is the Lord’s challenge. 

     Today is Friday, March 28. What do you say that each of us use this day to do our 

very best to perform an extra act of love toward somebody we don’t ordinarily care for. 

This would be a good way of letting Jesus know that we actually heart what He had to 

say and we have taken His message to heart. 

     Let me tell you about a very godly couple who lived in a small town right next door 

to a miserable fellow who was downright mean. Every now and then this couple’s 

chicken would get over into the neighbor’s yard and that neighbor would become very 

angry. 

     Well, one Sunday when the couple was off to church for Mass, the chickens got out 

and onto the neighbor’s property. When the couple returned home from Mass they 



discovered that each and every chicken was dead. This mean “ole son of a gun” 

neighbor had wrung their necks and had thrown them back over the fence into the old 

folks’ front yard. 

     Well, later that day there was a knock at that mean old man’s front door. He was 

expecting the worst. The old couple stood there with a large plate of beautifully fried 

chicken. The old lady said to her neighbor: “We have more chicken today than we could 

use, and we thought you might like some.” 

     Today Jesus tells us, “Love your enemies! Do good for those who hate you.” So, let’s 

do that! Kill them with kindness!! 
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